
“Without leaps of imagination or dreaming, we lose the excitement of possibilities.
Dreaming, after all is a form of planning.”

― Gloria Steinem
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Parks and Recreation Planning Workshop Findings

One of the most important components of the planning process is gathering input from the citizens as

to what type of programs, facilti ies and improvements are most important to provide. To engage the

citizens of Deer Park, a Parks and Recreation Planning Workshop was held on May 1 7, 201 2 at the

Jimmy Burke Activity Center. The workshop served as an "open house" style of meeting, where

participants were introduced to the process with a brief presentation and then asked to circulate

through the room visiting stations covering the fol lowing topics of discussion:

• Quality of Life
• Art, Culture and History
• Athletics and Outdoor Activities
• Open Space, Natural Areas and Trails
• Programs and Indoor Activities

As participants visited each station, they were presented with an open-ended question to stimulate

conversation and ideas regarding each station's topic. The fol lowing questions were posed:

• What can the Parks and Recreation Department do to maintain those elements that

make Deer Park a special place to l ive?

• What role should art, culture & history play in the future of Deer Park?

• What athletic and outdoor activities wil l be most important over the next 1 0 years?

• How important are open space, natural areas and trai ls for maintaining the quality of

l ife in Deer Park?

• What programs and indoor activities wil l be the most important over the next 1 0

years?

Demand Assessment



87

A total of 24 citizens participated in the planning workshop. The comments

received from the workshop participants varied with people's interests and

lifestyles, but some clear patterns of wants and needs emerged. Some of the

most frequent comments were in regards to general maintenance and

improvments across the parks system, overal l qual ity of l ife,

improvements/expansion of Earl Dunn Gym, the need for trai ls, and the need for

more space for the theatre program. The fol lowing topics were discussed the

most frequently:

1 . General Quality of Life

General quality of l ife in Deer Park was the most frequently discussed topic with

a total of 1 3 comments ranging from overal l beautification city-wide to

maintaining a small town atmosphere and attracting restaurants and

entertainment. Although not necessari ly the specific role of the Parks and

Recreation Department, this indicates a overal l sense of pride in the community

and a desire to improve upon that.

2. Sports Parks

The City's sports facil ities for baseball , footbal l , softbal l and soccer were

mentioned 11 times. Particular areas of interest included general upgrades to

l ittle league fields, more parking, more practice fields for baseball and football ,

more shade, and more seating for parents.

3. Trails

A total of 1 0 comments were made regarding the need for trai ls to accomodate

bicycles, 5k runs, marathons, walking and running. Also mentioned was the

need to have marked trai ls at Dow Park, and walking paths around the baseball

practice fields.

4. Theatre

The workshop had a strong show of attendance from members of the Art Park

Players with a total of 1 0 comments related to theatre facil ity needs. Comments

included the need for more seating, more storage space, updated facil ities, more

staffing, and the desire for an outdoor theatre (7 comments).

5. Special Olympics

Citizens who work with the local Special Olympics team "The Fireballs"

participated in the workshop as well . A total of 6 comments were made regarding

the need for dedicated space to host practice and competitive events, and space

to store equipment.

6. Dow Park Improvements

A total of 6 comments were made regarding the need to make general upgrades to Dow Park. Areas of

interest included overal l updating, turfgrass and drainage improvements, and improvments to the

walking/jogging paths.

7. Splash Pad

Splash pads, also known as spraygrounds, were mentioned a total of 5 times during the workshop. These

modern aquatic facil ities are hugely popular in

cities across the nation due to the accessibi l ity,

safety, and ease of operation (no need for

l ifeguards); as well as overal l enjoyment value.

One participant mentioned that converting the

existing baby pool/kiddie pool area of the aquatics

facil ity into as splash pad would be desirable.

8. Earl Dunn Gym

Participants mentioned the need for improvements

to the Earl Dunn Gym. A total of 6 comments were

made regarding the desire to have lockers,

showers, indoor walking/jogging paths, updated &

expanded exercise/weight room, and a glass-

enclosed racquetball court.

9. Other Comments

Other comments varied widely with user interest

and general ly included overal l updating of park

facil ities, more adult programs, more evening

programs, building a wave pool and improvments

to restrooms.

Workshop participants and citizens engaged at the

signup-night for enrol lment in summer programs

were asked to complete a survey that asked

specific questions about topics such as overal l

satisfaction with programs and facil ities, park

usage, desired activities and facil ities and those

that they would l ike to participate in. A total of 40 responses were returned. The fol lowing are the results of

the survey.

Overall quality of parks and facilities in Deer Park

When asked how they would rate the overal l qual ity of parks and facil ities, 67.5% of participants

acknowledged that the parks and facil ities met their expectations, exceeded their expections (27.5%) and

failed to meet expectations (5.0%).

Demand Assessment ‐ Parks and Recreation Planning Workshop
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parks, 7.5% preferred several small parks, 32.5% preferred a combination of large and small parks and

7.5% preferred neither.

Perceived need for new or improved recreation facilities and activities

When asked what participants perceived needs for new or improved recreation facil ities and activities,

responses were largely in favor with 55.0% saying they are of extreme importance, 37.5% of some

importance, 2.5% of no importance, and 5.0% were

undecided.

Greenways, trails and connections throughout the

community

Participants were asked how they perceive the need for

greenways (which include trai ls for walking, biking, and

running) that would interconnect many areas, parks, and

school facil ities within Deer Park. Responses indicate a

strong need for these greenways with an overwhelming

48.7% stating greenways are of extreme importance,

46.2% of some importance, 2.6% of no importance, and

2.6% undecided.

Non-public recreation activities (civic, church,

private/nonprofit organizations)

Participants were asked what parks and recreation

activities their households regularly participated in within

Deer Park during the past year provided by non-public

organizations (civic, church, private/nonprofit

associations).

• Football - San Jacinto Ravens
• Theatre - Houston
• Golf - Harris County
• Mil ler Outdoor Theater
• Fishing - Sylvan Beach
• Indoor Swimming - La Porte
• Exercise Classes - South Main Church
• Cheer - UC Houston

• BAFL Baseball - Pearland
• Activities - Lakewood Church Houston
• Theatre/Performing Arts
• Stage Work - Stage Door Theatre

• Houston Zoo
• Disc Golf - Seabrook Park, Taylor Lake Vil lage
• Water Sports - Kema/Galveston

Overall quality of programs and events in Deer Park

When asked how they would rate the overal l qual ity of programs and events,

65.8% of participants acknowledged that the programs and events met their

expectations, exceeded their expections (31 .6%) and failed to meet expectations

(2.6%).

Overall quality of maintenance of parks and facilities Deer Park

When asked how they would rate the overal l qual ity of maintenance of parks and

facil ities, 67.6% of participants acknowledged that the quality of maintenance

met their expectations, exceeded their expections (1 8.9%) and failed to meet

expectations (1 3.5%).

Adequacy of facilities and activities for the needs of household

When asked whether the existing facil ities and activities were adequate and met

the needs of respondent's households, 57.5% agreed, 2.5% strongly agreed and

1 2.5% were undecided. The remaining 22.5% disagreed and 5.0% strongly

disagreed.

Accessibiltity to facilities and activities provided by Deer Park regardless

of age, race, religion, gender, national origins, or physical ability

When asked if facil ities and activities provided by Deer Park were equally

accessible to al l citizens regardless of age, race, rel igion, gender, national

origins, or physical abil itiy; participants 65.0% agreed, 20.0% strongly agreed,

7.5% were undecided, and 7.5% disagreed.

New or expanded financial methods to fund expanded parks and recreation

facilities in Deer Park

When participants were asked if they would be in favor of new or expanded

financial methods to fund expanded parks and recreation facil ities in Deer Park,

60% agreed, 30% strongly agreed, and 1 0% were undecided.

Allocation of spending for parks and recreation if increased

Participants were asked whether they would prefer any increase spending for

parks and recreation to be used for developing new parks and facil ities,

renovation and maintenance of existing facil ities or developing new recreational

programs and activities. Returned surveys included 21 responses for developing

new parks and recreation facil ities, 1 9 responses for renovation of existing

facil ities, 9 responses for new programs, and 1 undecided.

Large parks or small parks

When asked whether participants would prefer to have several small parks

developed within the City or a few large parks, 52.5% preferred a few large

Demand Assessment ‐ Parks and Recreation Planning Workshop
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• Off-Roading - Highlands
• Nature Walks - Armand Bayou Nature Center

• Walking - South Main Church

• Quad Leaders - Texas Non Profit Theatre
• Museum - Houston

• Nature Center - Armand Bayou
• Disc Golf - Tom Bass Park

• Magnet Ball - La Porte
• Stage Work - Baytown Little Theatre

• Disc Golf - McGregor Park

Recreation activities outside of Deer Park

When asked what types of recreation activities do members of their' households

regularly participate in outside of Deer Park, and where does this occur,

participants gave a wide variety of answers for available recreation outside of

town, but mostly in nearby communities. The fol lowing are there answers:

Positive outcomes of parks and recreation

Participants were asked to identify the most important outcomes to be provided

by parks and recreation activities and services in Deer Park. The responses

indicate a strong priority of improving the local economy, attracting new business

and tourism and providing structure and supervision for children.

77.5% - Improved local economy, attracting new business and increasing tourism

72.5% - Structure and supervision for children and youth

70.0% - Cultural, arts and educational opportunities

65.0% - Fun for participants and observers

65.0% - Positive alternatives to unfavorable behavior

62.5% - Improve quality of l ife/quality of place

62.5% - Increase in community pride

• Water Park

• Environmental Education
• Larger Theater
• Health and Nature
• Bike Trail
• Disc Golf
• Biking
• Improvement to Fitness Facil ity
• Youth Golf Lessons/Programs
• A Lot More Theatre Opportunities

and •Opportunities for others to use

facil ities

• Indoor Swimming Activities
• More League Sports for Adults
• Putt Putt golf
• More Camp Crabgrass Type Programs
• Cooking Classes
• More Teen Camps

Park Percent of Responses

Dow Park 95.0%

Jimmy Burke Activity Center 80.0%

Deer Park Community Center 77.5%

Republic Gri l l and Banquet Hall 52.5%

Claude Burgess Center 52.5%

Battleground Golf Course 50.0%

Maxwell Adult Center 37.5%

Youth Sports Complex 32.5%

Earl Dunn Gym 30.0%

P Street Soccer Field 27.5%

Dow Park Athletic Complex 27.5%

Avon Recreation Center 27.5%

College Park 1 7.5%

Park Meadows 1 5.0%

Bayou Bend Park 1 5.0%

Wynfield Park 1 5.0%

Park Percent of Responses

Adult Sports Complex 1 2.5%

Running Brook Park 1 0.0%

Deer Meadows Park 7.5%

Brookhollow Park 7.5%

Big Bend Park 7.5%

Kingsdale Recreation Center 7.5%

Spencerview Athletic Complex 7.5%

Park Green Park 5.0%

Parkview Park 5.0%

Parkside Place Park 5.0%

Terrace Park 2.5%

Nedith Park 2.5%

Monroe Park 2.5%

Brownwind Park 2.5%

Tiffany Manor Park 2.5%

Minchen Athletic Complex 2.5%

Demand Assessment ‐ Parks and Recreation Planning Workshop
52.5% - Accessible places to enjoy nature

40.0% - Improved physical and mental health and wellness

37.5% - Positive change in personal attitude

Most frequently used parks and facilities

When asked to identify the parks and recreation facil ities that members of their' households

have used in the past year, the vast majority of participants had used Dow Park, the Jimmy

Burke Activity Center and the Community Center. Below are the usage rates for each facil ity
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Activity participation

Participants were asked to select the recreation activities that they currently particpate in and those that they would l ike to participate in. The highest rated activities are highl ighted in yellow.

Demand Assessment ‐ Parks and Recreation Planning Workshop
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Means of transportation to recreation activities

Participants were asked what means of transportation they usually use to get to park

or recreation activities. The overwhelming majority of responses indicate that cars

are the most used transportation.

Community outreach

When asked how participants were most recently informed about activities offered

by Deer Park, the Parks and Recreation Brochure and City website appear to be the

most effective.

Household demographics - racial/ethnic makeup

In order to identify potential ly underserved user groups in Deer Park, participants were asked to identify the

racial/ethnic makeup of their household. Results are general ly in al ignment with city-wide demographics.

Household demographics - household size

Participant households represented a total of 1 27 citizens with a fairly even age distribution.

Demand Assessment ‐ Parks and Recreation Planning Workshop
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Mail-Out Public Survey

In order to reach out to as many households as possible, a Parks and Recreation

Survey was mailed out to residents in the July water bil l . This survey included

twelve questions asking residents to give their opinions regarding such topics as

desired recreation facil ities and activities, maintenance needs, and where to

focus efforts for improvements to the parks and recreation system. A total of 427

responses were received from the 1 0,300 surveys mailed to occupied

households in Deer Park, giving the survey a 99% confidence level with a 5.8%

margin of error, or a 95% confidence level with a 4.42% margin of error.

Overall quality of parks and facilties

When asked to rate the overal l qual ity of parks and facil ities in Deer Park, the

majority of respondents were satisfied with 68.1 % saying the parks and facil ities

meet their expectations, 1 8.0% exceeds their expectations and 1 3.9% failed to

meet their expectations.

Overall quality of programs and events in Deer Park

When asked how they would rate the overal l qual ity of programs and events,

70.5% of participants acknowledged that the programs and events met their

expectations, exceeded their expections (22.0%) and failed to meet expectations

(7.5%).

Large parks or small parks

When asked whether participants would prefer to have several small parks

developed within the City or a few large parks, 33.8% preferred a few large

parks, 9.6% preferred several small parks, 43.9% preferred a combination of

large and small parks, 5.2% preferred neither, and 7.5% were undecided.

Adequacy of facilities and activities for the needs of household

When asked whether the existing facil ities and activities were adequate and met

the needs of respondent's households, 61 .2% agreed,1 2.5% strongly agreed and

1 4.6% were undecided. The remaining 1 0.1 % disagreed and 1 .6% strongly

disagreed.

Accessibiltity to facilities and activities provided by Deer Park regardless

of age, race, religion, gender, national origins, or physical ability

When asked if facil ities and activities provided by Deer Park were equally

accessible to al l citizens regardless of age, race, rel igion, gender, national

origins, or physical abil itiy; 57.4% of participants agreed, 27.7% strongly agreed,

8.5% undecided, 4.0% disagreed, and 2.4% strongly disagreed.

Demand Assessment ‐ Mail‐Out Public Survey
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Increased funding for parks and recreation

Participants were asked if they agreed with the statement "I would be in favor of

new or expanded financial methods to fund expanded parks and recreation

facil ities in Deer Park". 29.7% of responses agreed, 8.9% strongly agreed,

38.0% were undecided, 1 2.4% disagreed and 11 .0% strongly disagreed.

Allocation of spending for parks and recreation if increased

Participants were asked whether they would prefer any increase spending for

parks and recreation to be used for developing new parks and facil ities,

renovation and maintenance of existing facil ities or developing new recreational

programs and activities. Returned surveys included 11 4 responses for

developing new parks and recreation facil ities, 1 89 responses for renovation of

existing facil ities, 55 responses for new programs, 32 respones for no spending,

and 68 undecided.

Trails and greenways

When asked to identify their' perceived need for greenways including trai ls for

walking, biking and running that would interconnect many areas, schools, parks

and schools within Deer Park; more than 80% of responses said that greenways

were either of extreme importance (40.9%), of some importance (43.0%), while

the remaining responses said greenways were of no importance (1 3.0%) or were

undecided (3.1 %).

Community outreach

When asked how participants were most recently informed about activities

offered by Deer Park, the Park and Recreation Brochure (44%), newspapers

(45%), the Messenger (41%), and family and friends(25%) appear to be the most

effective.

Household demographics - racial/ethnic makeup

In order to identify potential ly underserved user groups in Deer Park, participants

were asked to identify the racial/ethnic makeup of their household. Hispanics

responded at lower than expected rates given current census data for city-wide

demographics indicating a possible need for improved community outreach.

Household demographics - household size

Participant households represented a total of 1 ,004 citizens (3.35% of

population) with a fairly even age distribution.

Demand Assessment ‐ Mail‐Out Public Survey
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Activity participation

When survey respondents were asked to check which recreational activities they currently participate in or would l ike to participate in, some clear patterns emerged. I t is clear that citizens of Deer Park

have interest in, or currently participate in a wide variety of recreational activities.

Demand Assessment ‐ Mail‐Out Public Survey
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Demand Assessment ‐ Public Meeting Comments
Team Sports

•Volleyball , basketball , soccer and softbal l – One location for al l sports
•Special Olympics needs an indoor/outdoor facil ity for practice in our various
sports (7 sports)

• Improve Deer Park Little League Fields - more parking, trees needed for shade,
new concession stand (very rundown), new fences (maintain), backstops need

replacing, venti lation in bathrooms, backstops for practice, materials for upkeep,

another field or two, and fields leveled and graded for drainage. All important

since we are the only l ittle league in area for Deer Park and La Porte kids.

• Special Olympics
• Need a Special Olympics facil ity
• Need practice fields space for to play games – baseball and football .
• Little league field improvements
• Baseball fields restrooms / DOW Park

• Maintaining parks and updating (DOW Park Sports complex’s)

• Sports games – parent camp out for a spot. Not enough people to staff
• Soccer
• Adult athletics / sports
• Football practice fields to be able to practice with parking available for girls and
boys together

• Facil ity availabi l ity has been outgrown for most sports and activities in the area
• Cheer (Bravo) has no permanent home to hold their program as well as

Special Olympics has an issue with a designated home for their program

• Also – groups such as Special Olympics are in need of a home to practice and
have their games and not to mention a coordinator associated with the City.

Group has grown and continues to grow. A program that is needed.

• Soccer
• Special Olympics Athletics need a fixed facil ity to house all there sports &
practice times. Availabi l ity to our schedule for adequate practice time we need.

• Special Olympics Program need a permanent facil ity for program.

• All Sports – All organizations are growing and are in need to open area and
permanent homes for their activity

Gym, Exercise, Aerobics

• Upgrade the Gym (upstairs walking area, glass racquetball , showers in gym

and lockers - would encourage employee activities)

• Weight Room and Gym facil ity needs lots of updating and work

• Exercise programs – Tai-chi, Pi lates, Yoga (Evening & Wknds)

Senior Activities

• More elderly programs on the weekends and evenings (tai chi, Pi lates, etc.) (always

working)

• Senior Activities
• Create a Deer Park List l ike “Angie’s List” for the Seniors or Women that l ive alone

that need a good Handy Man Reference.

·Quality of Life

• Keep improving what we have
• Big Bend Park hidden treasure on St. Augustine
• Arboretum District

• I feel safe in Deer Park, but they let the people let their yards go. I wish they would
enforce more restrictions.

• Quality of Life has improved within the last 1 0-1 5 years
• Better locations for sanitary wastes
• Crowded streets
• Need more beautification
• 50% - Quality of Life

• Would l ike an old town and square

• Small town atmosphere
• Restaurant / entertainment
• Needs more marketing
• Special place
• Something similar to Angie’s List with local trades people who have been
recommended by City of Deer Park, for home maintenance projects.

Teen Activities

• Teen programs: i .e. 1 4-1 8 yr old on-site activities (coffee shop – theater)
Adult Activities

• Programs for Adults
• Adult entertainment, dinner night, bingo night
• Classes for non-retired – Thai-chi / Pilates

Safety

• Cant’ let your kids go to parks by themselves (security)
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Demand Assessment ‐ Public Meeting Comments
Art, Culture, Theatre

• Programs – we need a theater and dance auditorium
• Need more arts activities, adult programming, and a variety of availabi l ity for
different ethnic groups

• Theater – more storage for security, theater seats not built right
• Theater arts needs space – need a dedicated building
• There is an underused parking lot in Dow Park that would make for a good

amphitheatre

• Concerts in the Park
• Outdoor theater
• Theater employee increase
• Theater has 200 kids
• Only dinner theater (250 people)
• Most improvement should go to what is used most (theater)
• Outdoor theater would be huge
•Theater / Court building outdated, too small
• Outdoor theater
• More room for theater

• Amphitheater
• Outdoor Theater at Dow Park

• Amphitheatre for under used park lot
Walking, Running, Cycling

• Need paved track for 5K races instead of streets

• Off street nature bike trai ls
• Need place for marathon’s (not in neighborhood)
• Track season they are running on the street
• Walking trai ls w/ golf course if possible, this is a beautiful area

• Boot camp adult meets @ Dow Park needs trai ls to walk

• Want to be able to walk a trai l while child is practicing ball

• Boot camp – Dow area – better trai ls for mile marker

• More Bike trai ls
• Need Bike trai ls
Growth and Expansion

• Space issues all together
• Buildings need to grow to meet program needs

• More space – less sharing
• Deer Park has outgrown its facil ities
• Financial restrictions, staff restrictions
• Separation of spaces

General Improvements

• Please improve Dow Park – Needs maintenance – 1 st Track, 2nd Pool, 3rd Baseball .

• I think we have enough parks, but they need to be maintained and kept up
• Better park – update Dow Park

• Uneven grassed areas
• Buildings improvements
• Restroom at Parks need to be renovated

• Building improvements and expansion
• Park maintenance – Dow and Sports complex’s

• Restroom upgrades

• Need to update facil ities. We have outgrown them.

• Bathroom at fields are disgusting

• Improve Dow Park – 1 st Track, 2nd Pool, 3rd Baseball

• Dow Park – maintenance

Nature

• I would l ike to see a Deer Park Arboretum

Aquatics

• Indoor swimming pool
• 50 meter pool – nearest one is in Pearland. Need more recreational splash pads
• Family areas to picnic and lounge wave pool w/ movies
• Everyone goes to the Water Park and Wave Pool in LaPorte

• Splash Pad – kids love it
• Baby pool area to be converted into a splash pad / water features
• Splash Pad
• Wave Pool

• Wave Pool w/ movies

• Water Park – Splash pad or water sl ides. Currently going out of city l imits to these

Youth, Afterschool

• Programs / after school program improvements that are affordable for al l ages

• Variety of children’s activities
• Parents wil l need to l ine up in the middle of the night to ensure that their chi ldren are
registered for their desired team or activity.
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"Have lived in DP for 48 yrs. I ’m now 83, raised 3 children, helped raise 4-6

grand kids daily as parents worked. Never got to enjoy benefits of parks, etc. 3

of the grandson were heavily involved in football , soccer and baseball , which we

were happy to share with them. DP is a great l ittle city and I ’d do it al l over again

if possible. Sorry I can’t share survey, sti l l support Broadcaster."

"Need more things offered in evening and weekends. Need a economical

summer program for kids. We like all of the activities, never knew ya’l l had

available. We work M-F 8-5. You really need more affordable childcare for

summer times for the actual people that work outside of Deer Park 7-6 or 6-6. I

work 7-6 (7:30-5:30) commuting time."

"The reason DP is such a wonderful place to l ive is because we are all

hardworking famil ies. We like to work hard to be able to play hard. What better

way to play then to have it right here in DP. But we need programs that cater to

hard working people w/ real schedules. We play on weekends. So cater to that.

Also offer us more affordable childcare. Childcare goes up to nearly double in

the summer months along with water bil ls and electricity. Kids love to play in

water in the summer, and run in and out of the House! This creates lots of Crazy

Parents. We need water fountains and water activities for kids to play in, so we

don’t have to drive to Kemah or surrounding areas. Thus eliminating the need to

spend money while visiting those areas. I t wil l keep us spending our money and

time in DP. Please understand also I had to for the 1 st time in 9 yrs put my kids

in the community center in LaPorte is because I could not afford to put my kids in

the Community Center of DP. That’s a shame. And also I ’m finding my kids

don’t real ly fit in at the Center in LaPorte. We are different social economic

groups. I so wish my kids could have been with their friends in DP, but they

can’t. Your hours were not for typical working households either. Most dads in

DP work shift work at a a Plant (Chemical). That’s part of DP Culture. No 2

households incomes have bankers hours. Most are 7-5 with at least commuting

time of 1 hr. So it would make for someone not being able to pick kids up before

6pm. So think about servicing your working class social groups that share

interest in your programs too, we need it! ! ! Thank you so much for the

opportunity to voice."

"When I received the enclosed questionnaire in the mail , my first thought was

that the information was needed for the purpose of determining whether

additional parks or park improvements were needed by the city. As I read

through the questionnaire, I begin to feel that there may be an ulterior motive

behind it. The more I pondered each item listed, I felt sure there was some

hidden agenda by someone who wanted this information for reasons other than

trying to improve parks. I have lived in Deer Park for 52 yrs. During that time

there has been many different issues that needed public input. Such issues were brought before the

citizens with letters and publicity explaining the reasons for each. Often, the topics were brought up for

discussion at public meetings. I don’t bel ieve any of them were handled by sending a questionnaire to

citizens. I would be interested in knowing the reason for sending the questionnaire."

"Would l ike to participate in a Dance Recreation Center Program."

"Would l ike to participate in a Zumba Fitness Center Activity."

"Would l ike to participate in Chess Games."

"Some existing facil ities and activities need to be upgraded. Need a Sport Complex for al l sports."

"Need more green area walk/bike trai ls. Suggestion – Place a gravel walk/bike trai l between Center &

Manila just 200 yd. south of Arbor Drive in area of Drainage ditches. There are no nature walks available."

"No more money needs to be put into golf course. We need to reduce our dependence on motor vehicles;

should be able to walk/bike to store or work. Stop letting people drive their vehicles into the park. Risking a

child getting ran over and they wil l be SUED!! Move the market days to 1 3th St. @ Jimmy Burke Activity

Center parking lot. We are turning park into flea market."

"Money to be spent on anything through that the City to go Green."

"Dow Park is the dirtiest, right by Park HQ."

"Just a suggestion… maybe DP should concentrate on keeping up what we already have unti l the economy

turns around. Let’s stop spending money hand over fist and keep our taxes down for awhile. STOP

Increasing the Money."

"Would l ike a water park l ike LaPorte."

"Need a bowling al ley. Would l ike table games for recreation activities."

"Would l ike computer training and karate senior classes for recreation activities."

"I grew up in Mason Park in Houston, know the caretaker, concession stand man, lady who rang the gym,

lady who taught dancing, etc. my fondest memories. We need all of the above for our kids."

"Spend money on what ever is most cost effective."

"Need to expand weight room in fitness center."

Demand Assessment ‐ Mail‐Out Parks and Recreation Survey Comments
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"Spending to much in P&R Department. Close the golf course and give cut to

payrol l . There are too many programs in DP."

"Deer Park has a beautiful swimming pool that is only used June, July and one

week in August, that is a shame. There needs to be some way to use this facil ity

more through out the year. Need a walking lap in gym for seniors."

"Need theatre upgrade."

"Need an indoor pool / spa for seniors and all ages."

"Please interconnect areas, parks and school facil ities with in Deer Park. DO

IT! !"

"The main park is deplorable. Needs lots of attention."

"Need bigger youth baseball field facil ities."

"Not enough programs for older teens to do. Need outdoor covered – ful l court

basketball area. People need to clean up after their dogs – its disgusting! !"

"Are we not receiving the trash bags anymore?"

"Would l ike a place to walk indoors for the seniors."

"Would love to see another pool for DP – like the one in the Woodlands would be

Great! ! We have to go to LaPorte for water aerobics (they have an indoor pool). "

"Would l ike photography classes for recreation activities."

"Include a splash pad and zero depth pool & safer parks. Pools are hard to

access. Zero depth pool is preferable."

"Leave what you have on parks and recreation, no more debt. No increased

spending – cut spending."

"Would l ike cooking classes for kids for recreation activities."

"Would l ike to have some new programs of teens, not sure what exactly, as my

child is turning 1 3 this year. Need to add more lounge chairs to the Dow Park

City Pool. Love the Slides! ! ! "

"Our country’s economy says no to spending right now. Can’t this be put on

“hold” unti l after the Presidential & Senate Election results?"

"Need inside water aerobics for seniors. LaPorte has a wonderful Senior facil ity except for lunches – DP

has the best. Why do you let people from all over Texas (Houston, Conroe, Dallas, Galveston) come to the

DP Senior Christmas Dinner? Should be 2 tickets per household. Keep record."

"Deer Park needs a shuttle or small bus for citizens."

"Need indoor / outdoor pool with water aerobics in the evening."

"Need better bike trai ls. "

"We need better swimming and water areas. We have to go to LaPorte or Baytown. Take lessons from

Baytown on large parks. We need some walking / trai ls. We need active outdoor pursuits in our

community. Have to go to Clear Lake / Pasadena."

"The overal l qual ity of parks meets my expectations with the exception of parking at the softbal l and fields

on x street and baseball fields on p street."

"For 45 years no one listens. The park on Kingsdale and Wakeshire needs to be expanded. Parks at Park

Meadows is not accessible to the public. Our part of town (Kingsdale) waits while other communities get

better."

"Would wish that we had a community water park l ike Baytown instead of the golf course."

"New York is developing adult outdoor workout gym equipment. I t would be nice to have this kind of

equipment available."

"Classes are too expensive for those of us on a budget. Swimming opens too late for season and closes to

early for season."

"Need water aerobics with indoor pool. "

"Love DP, but sadly we are fal l ing behind on the quality of parks and facil ities."

"School flyers are a waste of money. 80% of kids do not take them home."

"Please Help! Senior center needs comfortable chairs for game room. Chairs are hard and soiled.

Comfortable chairs disappeared. We need an ice machine that we are allowed to use. We would l ike to

make coffee unti l 5pm. Coffee and pots are removed from game room. Only 2 fans are used. We need 4

running fans on low. We need these things before we need expensive equipment. We have equipment at

City Hall . "
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"Maintain current parks – don’t need more."

"Keep golf course open. Improve what you have first. Dow park Bathroom fails. "

"I would love to see Dow Park really beautified – Landscaping, arches, benches,

statues, flowers. There’s a park in League City you should look at."

"There is no hot water in restrooms in community center and gym. Black top

please for interconnection between areas, parks and school facil ities. No more

problems like on Dow Park mile trai l . "

"Need new playgrounds."

"I feel that we need transportation more than anything in Deer Park. Get some

of the cars off the road."

"Enlarge and improve city gym."

"I think Deer Park is doing a Wonderful Job!"

"To much emphasis on sports… Regular green areas sorry. I would prefer

several large parks however I do not think the City wil l maintain them."

"What does DPISD plan to do with land 8th Street San Jacinto Elementary? Is

this location a possible option for development? Develop park and recreation

facil ities only not to forget upkeep of existing / kids throughout the city enjoy

parks near home. Would l ike indoor year round pool water exercise in DP (not

out of our city). "

"I am heavily involved with the theatre. I help with fundraisers yearly. We have

great shows. The theatre really needs their own building. We do not have any

room to grow. We need storage space. Dressing rooms are needed badly."
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