
“What we are drawn to in cities is the potential of human contact, the multiplicity ofopportunities, the sociocultural diversity. These elements stimulate human creativity, providethe pluralistic basis for a community, and make the public environment our open house.”
-Ray Bradbury in Engwicht 1 999
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1 ) Building connections along city-owned

properties, rights-of-way, and drainage

easements

2) Developing partnerships with Texas

Department of Transportation (TxDOT) for

development of trai ls along rights-of-way

3) Developing partnerships with uti l i ty

transmission companies for development of

trai ls along uti l i ty transmission corridors

4) Building bike lanes and/or share-the-road

routes along city streets

The key to creating a successful trai l system is

making connections between public spaces.

Important elements of the community to

connect include schools, parks, business

districts and neighborhoods. Available

corridors for developing these connections

include rights-of-way along roads, uti l i ty

easements and drainage easements.

Proposed Connections

Street Rights-of-Way

One of the most feasible methods for creating

trai ls within the City is along street rights-of-

way. Property along these rights-of-way is

already in public ownership thereby eliminating

the need to acquire additional land.

Connections along city streets can take a

number of different forms depending on

available space and costs for implementation.

Proposed connections should include a variety

of off-street paths, paths adjacent to the

roadway and bike lanes adjacent to the curb.

To decide which implementation is most

suitable, it is important to consider what

elements are being connected and who wil l be

using the connection. For example,

connections between neighborhoods and

schools are best suited to off-street paths for

safety purposes.

Connecting the Community

The highest and most consistently requested

addition to the parks system is the creation of a

system of trai l connections for walking, jogging,

hiking and bicycl ing. These trai ls should

connect neighborhoods, schools, parks and

other public places to the extent possible,

uti l izing available corridors such as rights-of-

way, easements, and drainage corridors.

Proposed constructed trai ls would be 8' wide

decomposed granite paths, other connections

could be made through development of bike

lanes or designated share-the-road routes.

Reasons for constructing a trai l system

include:

1 ) Providing a means of non-motorized

transportation from one location to another.

2) Encouraging exercise and outdoor

recreation.

3) Trails can be heavily used by all age groups.

4) Trails are relatively easy to maintain as

contrast to many other types of recreation

facil ities.

4) Develop a partnership with Harris County

Flood Control District and other cities to

expand trai l opportunities.

The proposed trai l system includes a total of

1 6.63 miles of constructed trai ls at an

estimated cost of $750,000. Implementation of

the project is considered the highest priority

addition to the parks system beyond routine

maintenance and repairs.

Development of city-wide connections is best

done with a multifaceted approach, taking

advantage of existing public space and

easements. The most viable strategies for

implementing a trai l plan include the fol lowing:

City‐Wide Trail System

Drainageways offer excellent corridors for

developing trai l connections. This

example has been constructed along

Brays Bayou in Houston,Texas.

Drainage easement near Dow Park.

Creeks, Drainage Easements & Floodways

Another effective solution for creating

connectivity throughout the community is

development of trai ls along creeks, drainage

easements and floodways. Trails along

waterways offer travel between public spaces

through scenic areas of the community that are

not often visited. There are approximately 3.3

miles of man-made or improved natural

drainages have City easements on both sides

that would al low for trai ls. Additional ly, many of

these drainage easements run adjacent to

schools and parks and could offer excellent

connections with the development of paved or

decomposed granite pathways.

Utility Easements

Util ity easements span the entire City offering

points of entry within every neighborhood.

These easements are owned and operated by

Centerpoint Energy and could provide

connections for pedestrians and bicycles to a

variety of parks, schools, neighborhoods and

public spaces.

Bike Lanes/Share-the-Road Routes

A popular solution to creating opportunities for

multi-modal transportation in a community is to

designate bike lanes along streets and

thoroughfares. Bike lanes are effective in

creating connections where traditional paths

wil l not fit within the existing right-of-way of a

street. The success of implementing bike lanes

is by clearly identifying the lanes through the

use of pavement markings and signage. Some

cities have painted their bike lanes with a

bright color to ensure that they are not

mistaken for road shoulders.
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City‐Wide Trail System

The table above shows the planned hike and bike trai ls

identified within the City. Phase 1 trai ls were chosen due to

their abil ity to connect schools and parks and high visibi l ity for

use as a pilot project. Share-the-Road Routes identified on the

map can be implemented simply by adding signage to indicate

the roads are designated for both vehicles and pedestrians.

Implementing bike lanes on any of these routes would require

expansion of the road right-of-way.
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General Improvements

The City has previously acknowledged the

need to renovate Dow Park and engaged a

consultant in 2008 to plan for the

redevelopment of the park. The plan they

developed offered excellent opportunities to

give Dow Park a complete facelift and bring

new amenities for residents to enjoy.

A number of the features identified in their plan

align directly with the findings of the Master

Plan inventory and demand assessment.

Some of these mutually identified opportunities

include the addition of a splash

pad/sprayground, development of monument

signage to create a sense of arrival when

entering the park, and landscaping and

beautification elements.

The intention of recommendations for Dow

Park within the Parks, Recreation, and Open

Space Master Plan is to use the City's

resources and past planning efforts to the

highest efficiency while including current needs

and opportunities discovered during recent

planning processes, rather than a duplication

of past projects.

Through this Master Plan process it is

apparent that the above-mentioned facil ities,

especial ly the Community Center, Dow Park,

Earl Dunn Gym and the Aquatics Facil ity have

a synergy that should be considered during the

renovation of Dow Park.

Planning for the renovation of each of these

facil ities concurrently can provide continuity

between elements and create a greater

experience for visitors. In this Master Plan,

recommendations are made for renovation of

the Earl Dunn Gym and part of the Aquatics

Facil ity to include a splash pad environment.

Other recommendations for Dow Park include

general repair and replacement of existing park

equipment.

The combined efforts of the 2008 Dow Park

Master Plan and the Parks and Recreation

Master Plan offer a “stepping off point” or

“point of departure” into a prel iminary design

project. Upon commencement of the design

project, it wil l be prudent to consider

opportunities to use Low Impact Design (LID)

components to address issues such as

drainage, a persistent concern in the region,

with tools such as bioswales, microdrainage

and pervious paving rather than wholesale re-

grading of the entire site.

Upon analysis of the Park and Recreation

Survey results, one of the top four activities

that citizens identified as something they would

l ike to participate in is miniature golf. Miniature

golf could be a very popular activity at a park,

and one that isn't common in municipal park

systems. Such a feature is best suited to a

location where staff are available to check out

equipment to users, and therefore Dow Park

would be the best candidate. A typical

miniature golf course is about 1 /2 acre in size

and can range from $1 00,000 to $250,000

depending on the scale and complexity of

features. There is ample space to provide

such a feature near the northeast end of the

park.

Dow Park Renovations
Routine improvements and upgrades to Dow Park

considered to be deferred maintenance are addresssed in

the General Findings and Recommendations section,

however opportunities for redevelopment of Dow Park in

conjunction with the Community Center, Earl Dunn and the

Aquatics Center are addressed on the fol lowing page. These

recommendations offer an opportunity to create continuity

between the complexes, thereby unifying them and bring

new energy to this core feature in the parks and recreation

system.
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Renovation and Development at Dow Park, the Community Center, Gym and Aquatics Center Complex



22

CommunityCenterEarl DunnGym
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League Sports Today

The City of Deer Park has a highly active sports community with players ranging

in age from 4 years old to adults. The primary users of sports facil i l ties are the

Deer Park Little League, Deer Park Youth Baseball Association, Deer Park Pony

Baseball , Deer Park Girls Softbal l , the Deer Park Tigers Football , the Deer Park

Rams Football and Adult Softbal l League.

Each league calls one of the City sports complexes it's home with Deer Park

Little League at the Minchen Athletic Complex, Deer Park Youth Baseball

Association at the Spencerview Athletic Complex, Deer Park Girls Softbal l at the

Youth Sports Complex and football leagues play at DPISD facil ities under an

interlocal agreement between the City and the school district.

Upon interviewing the Deer Park Youth Baseball Association, it is apparent that

current facil ities at Spencerview Athletic Complex are insufficient for the current

capacity needs. The League supported 642 youth during Spring 201 2 with a

total 900 games played through the season. The Fall 201 2 season supported

282 youth playing a total of 1 80 games on Saturdays, and practice on the fields

during the week.

Practice is currently held at whatever available fields can be found, primari ly

schools and private church properties. Games are held al l week long, with two

games per field each night. Weekend games are held al l day on Saturdays and

Sundays. Parking at Spencerview is reported to be overflowing on all game

nights with many parking on Durant St, further indicating that the current facil ities

have reached capacity.

Upon interviewing the Deer Park Little League, it was discovered that the league

supports approximately 360 to 400 youths with approximately 40+ teams. Deer

Park Little League has less concern over capacity and has more concerns with

adding shade structures or trees, renovating the restrooms, replacing the

existing concession stand to meet health code requirements, replacing fences

and finding room for practice.

Potential Solutions

The City currently owns approximately 36 acres of land on the east side of town

that has been designated for a future youth sports complex. The property is

located close to some new hotel and restaurant developments and nearby

commercial properties.

In recent years, the City hired a consultant to program a master plan for the development of the youth

sports complex to attract tournament play statewide as well as to serve as an economic development

catalyst given recent nearby developments.

The sports complex was original ly programmed to include four 300' adult softbal l fields, six 225' l ittle league

fields, a ful l size adult soccer field and a youth soccer field. Other programmed elements include

playgrounds, concession and restrooms, picnic stations, trai ls maintenance buildings and other community

park elements.

The Deer Park Youth Sports Complex planning effort is commendable, and would be ideal to support the

desired activities however, it may be ambitious given the amount of space available. Further study is

warranted to ensure that adequate parking and stormwater detention requirements can be met.

An alternative solution for addressing both the current maintenance needs at Minchen Athletc Complex and

the Youth Sports Complex, as well as providing additional capacity needs; would be the complete

renovation of the two parks into a unified sports complex with the modern high-quality features expected in

today's league sports programs.

League Sports in Deer Park
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Mixed‐Use Development of Park, Retail, Open Space & Sports Complex
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Low-Impact trai ls, boardwalks, and viewing platforms can provide opportunities for birdwatching,

nature appreciation and education in a rare, urban/suburban wetlands environment.
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