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The Parks and Recreation Department

The Deer Park Parks and Recreation Department serves a

significant role in providing the services and amenities that make

Deer Park an enjoyable place to l ive.

The Department currently operates a total of 20 parks, 4 sports

complexes, 4 recreation centers, including the Maxwell Adult Center,

Battleground Golf Course, a dog park, theatre, aquatics facil ity and a

gym featuring racquetball courts, weight room and a basketball court.

In addition to parks and facil ities, the City also hosts a wide variety of

programs and services from after school programs and tumbling

classes to meals for seniors and summer camp programs. The City

offers as many as 35 to 45 programs and special events each

season.

Daily operations, programs, and maintenance are performed by a

combination of ful l and part-time staff within seven divisions.

Inventory of Existing Parks

With all master planning endeavors, it is important to conduct an

inventory of existing assets and assess their current condition and

needs. In addition to city-owned parks and facil ities, recreation

opportunities offered by other entities such as private business,

homeowner's associations and organizations such as school districts

and non-profits should be considered.

Park and Facility Inventory
Parks and Recreation Department Organization
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Park and Facility Inventory

The Park Inventory represents a complete l isting of al l developed park features and equipment identified during the inventory phase. Each feature was

evaluated as to current condition and expected l ife of service. The park service radius is measured in miles and is defined as the effective area of the

community that it serves (see Park Classification for further detai ls).

Developed Park Inventory
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Park Locations and Service Areas (miles)

Park and Facility Inventory
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Park Classification

There are a variety of sizes and types of parks and recreation facil ities within the

City of Deer Park parks system. Each facil ity offers a unique blend of features to

satisfy the diverse recreational needs of the community. While each location may

differ in its available amenities, a common system of classification is used for

comparison to widely-accepted standards. General ly, parks are classified based

on overal l size and intended uses. The fol lowing classification has been

proposed:

Mini-Parks

The mini-park is typical ly designed to offer recreational opportunities within a

l imited space. They are often located on small parcels of land that would

otherwise be of l ittle use for development. They are typical ly less than 1 acre in

size and serve residents within a 1 /4 mile or 5 minute walk. These parks may be

passive areas, with art cultural features and landscaping, or they may consist of

a small playground with benches.

Neighborhood Parks

Neighborhood parks serve a range of age groups within a l imited area or

neighborhood. They range in size from 1 -1 5 acres and serve an area within 1 /2

mile or 1 2 minute walk. Neighborhood parks typical ly have a variety of active

recreation features such as athletic practice fields, basketball courts,

playgrounds and picnic areas.

Community Parks

Community parks are larger than neighborhood parks and general ly serve

several neighborhoods. They are typical ly 1 6-99 acres in size and are often used

by residents from all over the city. Community parks often have a wide range of

activities available for the public such as jogging/walking paths, bal l fields,

playgrounds, pavil ions, basketball and tennis courts and natural and passive

areas

Special Use Areas

Special use areas are unique features of a parks system that are designed for

special ized or single purpose activities. They often are the sites of historical and

cultural significance, recreation centers, amphitheaters, plazas or community

squares, or mixed-use sites such as detention facil ities used as ball fields. There

are no typical sizes or service areas, as they vary by community and region.

Park and Facility Inventory
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Longview and Frisco.

• The mean acres per 1 ,000 for cities under 20,000

population is 1 5.6 acres.

• Communities under 20,000 people with the highest

degree of service are Normangee with approximately

697 acres per 1 ,000 fol lowed by Sunset Valley,

Crawford, Sweetwater, Star Harbor, Spur and

Bandera with 75 acres per 1 ,000.

Some current figures reported by cities across Texas

reveal the fol lowing acres/population-based levels of

service:

minimum of 1 6 acres per 1 ,000 residents (average of

NRPA range) is an additional 372.8 acres. Assuming

a linear population growth rate similar to that of the

period from 2006 to 201 0 of 7.8% growth, the

additional park acreage needed to meet the needs of

a 201 7 population would be approximately 41 2.64

acres.

I t is important to understand that the standard of 1 6

acres per 1 ,000 residents accounts for park sizes

ranging from small neighborhood parks to regional

parks.

The City of Deer Park has more neighborhood parks

and community parks of smaller acreages rather than

large community parks. Additional ly, non-traditional

recreational amenities such as hike and bike trai ls

can be considered park property and are encouraged

for future development.

A Texas Parks and Wildl ife Department study

evaluated mean park acreages from Texas cities that

reported their figures. The fol lowing are their findings:

Of the 388 cities in Texas reporting local parkland

acreages to TPWD (source: TPWD Local Park

Analysis, 2002)

• 1 33, or 38 percent, have less than 1 0 acres of local

parks per 1 ,000 population

• 90, or 23 percent, have between 1 0 and 25 acres of

local parks per 1 ,000 population

• 32, or 8 percent, have between 25 and 1 00 acres of

local parks per 1 ,000 population

• 6, or 1 .5 percent, have over 1 00 acres of local

parks per 1 ,000 population

• Cities with populations between 20,000 and

1 00,000 provide varying degrees of service across

the state.

• The mean acres per 1 ,000 for cities between

20,000 and 1 00,000 population is 11 .4 acres.

• Cities with the most acres per 1 ,000 people are

Pearland with 36.8 acres fol lowed by Allen, Paris,

Traditional Park Level of Service

Analysis of a park’s Level of Service (LOS) has

traditional ly been performed by comparing the size of

the facil ity and quantity and type of amenities to a set

of standards or guidel ines detai l ing the minimum size

and number of features per unit of population. These

guidel ines, published by the National Recreation and

Parks Association (NRPA), are widely used, but

planners are encouraged to evaluate the acceptable

or desired level of service for their specific

community. Each community has a unique blend of

cultural, l ifestyle and demographic patterns that

should be considered during the planning of a parks

and recreation system.

Comparison to Traditional Standards

The standards and guidel ines traditional ly used in

park planning are based on minimum capacities that

a given park or component of a park should be able to

support per unit of population.

These values are useful in establishing a baseline for

comparison to other communities. There is no longer

a formal standard for minimum total park acreage for

a population, however the NRPA has a set of

traditional general standards and/or guidel ines that

suggest a minimum of 11 .5 to 20.5 acres per 1 ,000

people.

In order to evaluate the level of service of Deer Park’s

parks, it is useful to compare total park acreages to

that of other Texas cities. Although the demands for

park space and availabi l ity of land differ for each

community, this provides a benchmark by which the

City’s current parks system can be evaluated.

The City of Deer Park currently operates 1 39.36

acres of park space for a population of 32,01 0. This

equates to 4.35 park acres per 1 ,000 people. The

current need for additional park land to meet a

Park and Facility Inventory
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When comparing the current inventory of

facil ities in Deer Park to the NRPA standards,

most standards are met, however many

offerings in Deer Park do not have an

established standard for quantity of features

per population. A more effective evaluation of

standards can be made by evaluating park

and recreation features offered by

neighboring communities.

La Porte

Wave pool & 3 neighborhood pools

Splash Pad

1 2 miles of hike and bike trai ls

22 parks

Pasadena

Fishing pond

5 swimming pools

3 splash pads

1 disc golf course

5 mile Armand Bayou Hike and Bike Trail

47 parks

Seabrook

50 acre wildl ife refuge and park

1 8 parks

1 0 miles of hike and bike trai ls

1 disc golf course

League City

3.8 miles of trai ls

1 nature center

Park and Facility Inventory

NRPA standards for specific park features applied to Deer Park based on a current population

of approximately 32,000 residents. These standards were created at the national level and

may not be representative of local needs. The NRPA encourages communities to consider

demand for park features at the community level, given cultural and recreational trends

identified.

Maintenance Standards

Creating local maintenance standards is best performed by conducting routine assessments

of the condition of park grounds and features. These assessments should be performed on

a quarterly basis during the course of maintenance activities. Grading of the assessment is

conducted by calculating the total percentage of standards met for each category and then

averaging the total for the parks system as a whole. The total average for each quarter then

serves as a benchmark for current park conditions and aids in identifying areas in need of

improvement. The fol lowing pages include a recommended Park Maintenance Standards

Survey for use in assessing the condition of parks and facil ities and establishing the

benchmark:
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PARK MAINTENANCE STANDARDS SURVEY
Park Inspected: __________________ Date Inspected: __________________

Inspected By: _________________________

Overall Percentage of Standards Met: _____ Quarter: ____

Place a “Y” in the space if the item meets standards. Place an “N” in the space if the

item does not meet standards.

I . ATHLETIC FACILITIES: COMPETETIVE FIELDS % of standards met: ______

A. Turf

___1 . Turf has a healthy dense stand of grass and coverage is no less than 95% of

playable area.

___2. Play area has a uniform surface and well drained.

___3. Turf is mowed at the appropriate height for the type of grass used, the time of the

season, and the type of field use.

___4. Turf is relatively free of any litter or debris.

B. Skinned Infields

___1 . Infields have a uniform surface and are free of l ips, holes and trip hazards.

___2. Infields are well drained with no standing water areas.

___3. Infields have proper soil consistency for intended usage.

___4. Infields are playable as per Little League and Amateur Softbal l Association rules

and specifications.

___5. Bases and plates are properly instal led, level, and are at the proper distances

and anchored in accordance to manufacturer’s specifications and league requirements.

C. Soccer Goals

___1 . Goals are properly instal led and anchored.

___2. Goal frames show no excessive bending.

___3. Nets are in good condition and free of holes, tears, and fraying which would al low

a soccer ball to pass.

D. Bleachers

___1 . Hardware is intact.

___2. Bracing is tightly connected.

___3. Seating surface is clean, smooth, and free of protrusions and have no catch

points, exposed sharp edges or pointed corners.

___4. Bleacher areas have relatively clean trash receptacles present and are in good

condition.

___5. Shade structures are secure and free from excessive tears. (where applicable)

E. Lights

___1 . 90% of lamps for each field are operational.

___2. No electrical conducting wires are exposed.

___3. Ballast boxes and components are properly instal led and secured.

___4. Lights provide uniform coverage on facil ities and fixtures are adjusted to eliminate

dark or bl ind areas.

F. Fencing

___1 . Fencing material is properly secured to support rai ls.

___2. Support rai ls are properly connected and straight.

___3. Fencing is free of holes and protrusions.

___4. Fabric has no excessive bending.

___5. Gates and latches are operational. (where applicable)

G. Restrooms

___1 . Restrooms are clean, sanitary, and properly stocked with paper products.

___2. Lights and venti lation systems are operational.

___3. Toilets, water faucets, stal l doors, and hand air dryers are operational.

___4. Restrooms are free of graffiti .

___5. Restroom doors are properly marked according to gender.

___6. Restrooms have clean trash receptacles.

___7. Restroom doors and locks are operational.

H. Irrigation (athletic fields)

___1 . Irrigation system is ful ly operational with complete coverage.

___2. System is free of leaks.

___3. Heads are instal led according to intended use.

___4. Heads are properly adjusted with rotations and arcs set to reduce water runoff.

___5. Systems are set to run at specific times to minimize water evaporation and waste.

I I . PLAYGROUND % of standards met: ______

A. Play Equipment

___1 . Play equipment meets ASTM and National Playground Safety Institute standards.

___2. Play equipment and hardware is intact.

___3. Play equipment is free of graffiti .

___4. Age appropriateness for the play equipment is noted with proper signage.

B. Surfacing

___1 . Fall surface is relatively clean and free of l itter and debris.

___2. Pea gravel / rubber crumb fal l surface is loose, level and free from compaction.

___3. Fall surface is well drained.
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___4. Rubber cushion surfaces are free of major holes and tears with minimal

deterioration.

___5. Rubber cushion surfaces are secure to the base material and curbing.

C. Decks

___1 . Planks are intact, smooth, structural ly sound and have no cracks greater than 1 /2

inch.

___2. Nails, bolts, or screws are flush with the surface.

___3. Planks are level with no excessive warping.

D. Metal Benches

___1 . Hardware is intact and structural ly sound.

___2. Nails, bolts, or screws are flush with the surface.

___3. Seats and backing are smooth with no protrusions and have no exposed sharp

edges or pointed corners.

E. Wood Benches

___1 . Slats are smooth and structural ly sound.

___2. Hardware is intact and structural ly sound.

___3. Nails, bolts, or screws are flush with the surface.

___4. Seats and backing are smooth with no protrusions and have no exposed sharp

edges or pointed corners.

F. Shade Covers

___1 . Support poles are secure and structural ly sound.

___2. Shade cover and hardware are intact.

___3. Shade cover is tightly secured to the support poles.

___4. Shade cover is free from rips and holes.

I I I . PAVILION/SHELTER FACILITIES % of standards met: ______

A. Pavilions

___1 . Pavil ions are clean, sanitary, and free of graffiti .

___2. Electrical plugs, l ights, appliances, fans, and hot water heaters are operational

and in good condition.

___3. Pavil ions are cleanly painted with no rotten lumber or rusted metal and no loose

siding and has minimal loose shingles.

___4. Pavil ions are relatively pest and rodent free and regularly treated for ants and

wasps.

___5. Doors, windows, screens, and locks are operational. (where applicable)

___6. Water fountains, water faucets, exhaust vent fans, and hose bib connections are

operational.

___7. Signage with reservation and rules information and emergency telephone

numbers is in a noticeable location.

___8. Pavil ion grounds are mowed and trimmed and free of l itter, debris and hazards.

___9. Vegetation around pavil ions is trimmed back to reduce hazards and does not

impede entry and regress.

___1 0. Pavil ion kitchens are free of roaches, ants and rodents. (where applicable)

B. Shelters

___1 . Shelters are clean, sanitary, and free of graffiti .

___2. Lights and electrical plugs are operational.

___3. Shelters are cleanly painted with no rotten lumber or rusted metal, no loose siding

and has minimal loose shingles.

___4. Water fountains and hose bibs are operational.

___5. Grounds around shelters are mowed and trimmed and free of hazards with

minimal l itter and debris.

___6. Vegetation around shelters is trimmed back to reduce hazards and does not

impede entry and egress.

C. Tables

___1 . Tables are clean, free of rust, mildew, and graffiti .

___2. Table hardware is intact.

___3. Table frames are intact and slats are properly secured.

___4. Table seats and tops are smooth with no protrusions and have no exposed sharp

edges or pointed corners.

D. Grills

___1 . Gri l ls are operational and have minimal rust and metal deterioration.

___2. Gri l ls are cleaned out and free of coals.

___3. Gri l l racks are operational and secure to main body and have minimal grease

build up.

___4. Gri l ls are properly anchored to reduce hazards and theft.

___5. Underbrush, low limbs, and debris are cleared away from gri l l area to reduce

possible fire hazard.

E. Trash Receptacles

___1 . Receptacles are relatively clean.

___2. Wood receptacles are painted and free of damaged or missing parts.

___3. Hardware for wood receptacles is intact.

___4. Concrete receptacles are intact and free of cracks or damage.

___5. Area around trash receptacles is relatively clean of trash and debris.

F. Restrooms

___1 . Restrooms are clean, sanitary, and properly stocked with paper products.

___2. Lights and venti lation systems are operational.
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___3. Toilets, water faucets, stal l doors, and hand air-dryers are operational.

___4. Restrooms are free of graffiti .

___5. Restroom doors are properly marked according to gender.

___6. Restrooms have clean trash receptacles.

___7. Restroom doors and locks are operational.

___8. Restrooms are in compliance with the requirements of the Americans with

Disabil ities Act.

IV. TENNIS COURTS % of standards met: ______

A. Surfacing

___1 . Surface is smooth, level, and well drained.

___2. Surface is free of large cracks, holes, and trip hazards.

___3. Surface is painted and striped as per court specifications.

___4. Worn painted surfaces do not exceed 20% of total court surface.

___5. Surface is free of l itter, debris, gravel and graffiti .

B. Nets

___1 . Nets are free from excessive tears and frays that could interfere with game play.

___2. Nets are properly instal led and secured to support poles.

___3. Nets have center straps instal led at the regulated height and are anchored to the

court.

___4. Support poles have hardware intact, properly anchored, and instal led.

C. Lights

___1 . 90% of lamps for each court are operational.

___2. Timers are properly set for specific hours of operation.

___3. No electrical conducting wires are exposed.

___4. Ballast boxes are secured. (where applicable)

___5. Lighting controls are operational with operation instructions.

___6. Lights to give uniform coverage on facil ities and fixtures are adjusted to eliminate

dark or bl ind spots.

D. Fencing

___1 . Fencing material is properly secured to support rai ls.

___2. Support rai ls are properly connected and straight.

___3. Fencing is free of holes, protrusions, and catch points.

___4. Fabric has no excessive bending.

___5. Gates and latches are operational. (where applicable)

___6. Windscreens are tightly secured to the fencing and are free of excessive tears.

V. BASKETBALL COURTS % of standards met: ______

A. Surfacing

___1 . Surface is smooth, level, and well drained.

___2. Surface is free of large cracks, holes, and trip hazards.

___3. Surface is painted and striped as per court specifications.

___4. Worn painted surfaces do not exceed 20% of total court surface.

___5. Surface is free of l itter, debris, gravel, and graffiti .

B. Goals and Backboards

___1 . Goals and backboards are level with hardware intact.

___2. Goals and backboards are painted.

___3. Nylon nets are properly hung and are not torn or tattered.

___4. Support poles are secure in the ground and straight.

C. Lights

___1 . 90% of lamps for each court are operational.

___2. Timers are properly set for specific hours of operation.

___3. No electrical conducting wires are exposed.

___4. Ballast boxes are secured. (where applicable)

___5. Lighting controls are operational with operation instructions.

___6. Lights to provide uniform coverage on facil ities and fixtures are adjusted to

eliminate dark or bl ind areas.

___7. All l ight fixtures are intact.

D. Court Covers

___1 . Roofing is intact with no loose panels.

___2. Cover supports are well painted with no major rust.

___3. All anchor nuts and bolts are present and tight.

VI. SAND VOLLEYBALL COURTS % of standards met: ______

A. Nets

___1 . Nets are free from excessive holes and frays that could interfere with game play.

___2. Nets are hung tightly at the specified height.

___3. Nets are securely attached to the support poles.

___4. Support poles to have hardware intact, properly anchored and instal led.

B. Surface

___1 . Court surface is loose sand.

___2. Surface is smooth with good drainage.

___3. Surface is relatively free of weeds, grass, l itter, and debris.
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VI. PARKS: GENERAL STANDARDS % of standards met: ______

A. Grounds

___1 . Grounds are mowed and trimmed.

___2. Park is free of obvious hazards and has minimal l itter.

___3. Parking lots are relatively clean of l itter and debris and striped. (where applicable)

B. Drinking Fountains

___1 . Fountains are operational.

___2. Fountains are in compliance with the Americans with Disabil ities Act.

___3. Fountains are instal led on solid surfaces and free of standing water and debris.

C. Signage

___1 . Park identification signs are secure and in good condition.

___2. Handicap parking signs are secure and visible.

___3. Park Rules signs are secure and in a noticeable location.

___4. Restroom signs are secure and visible. (where applicable)

___5. Signs are clean, painted, and free of protrusions.

D. Ornamental Plants

___1 . Plants are healthy.

___2. Plant beds are free of l itter, debris, and weeds.

___3. Plant selection is appropriate for season and area usage.

E. Walkways

___1 . Walkways have a uniform surface and are level with the ground and free of trip

hazards.

___2 Walkways are free of excessive l itter and debris.

___3. Walkways have unobstructed accessibi l ity, i .e. free from low and protruding l imbs,

guide wires, etc.

___4. Walkways are clear of weeds and grass growth in cracks and expansion joints.

F. Trash Receptacles

___1 . Receptacles are relatively clean.

___2. Wood receptacles are painted and free of damage or missing parts.

___3. Hardware for wood receptacles is intact.

___4. Concrete receptacles are intact and free of cracks or damage.

___5. Roll-off containers and dumpsters screened are in good condition .

___6. Area around trash receptacles is clean and free of trash and debris.

___7. Area around rol l-off containers and dumpsters is clean and free of trash.

G. Ornamental Steel Fencing

___1 . Hardware is intact.

___2. Fences are properly instal led and anchored.

___3. Support rai ls are properly connected and straight.

___4. Bolts or screws are flush with surface with no exposed sharp points.

___5. Fence is relatively free of rust and properly painted.

___6. Fence has no excessive bends.

___7. Gates and latches are operational. (where applicable)

H. Chain Link Fencing

___1 . Fencing material is galvanized chain l ink and is the appropriate gauge wire for the

specified use.

___2. Hardware is intact.

___3. Support rai ls are properly connected and straight.

___4. Bolts or screws are flush with the surface with no exposed sharp points.

___5. Fencing is free of holes and protrusions.

___6. Fabric has no excessive bending.

I . Wood Fencing

___1 . Fences are intact, structural ly sound with minimal deterioration.

___2. Nails, bolts, or screws are flush with the surface with no exposed sharp points.

___3. Fences have no excessive cracks or splintering.

J. Lights: Security and Exterior Facility Lights

___1 . 75% of security and facil ity l ights are operational.

___2. No electrical conducting wires are exposed.

K. Bridges

___1 . Bridges have a uniform surface and are free of trip hazards.

___2. Lumber is structural ly sound, relatively free of cracking, deterioration, and

splintering.

___3. Bridges have handrails intact and are properly instal led and anchored.

___4. Bridges are relatively free of l itter and debris.

L. Athletic Practice Areas

___1 . Athletic practice areas are relatively free of l itter and debris.

___2. Areas are mowed at the appropriate height.

___3. Area has a hazard free surface.

___4. Areas have relatively clean trash receptacles and are in good condition. (where

applicable)

___5. Soccer goals are properly instal led and anchored.

___6. Soccer goal frames show no excessive bending.
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___7. Soccer nets are in good condition and free of excessive holes, tears, and fraying

which would al low a soccer ball to pass.

___8. Baseball backstops are properly instal led.

___9. Support poles and rail ings are straight and properly connected.

___1 0. Backstop fencing is galvanized chain l ink and is the appropriate gauge wire.

___11 . Backstop fencing is properly instal led to support rai ls and is free of excessive

bending.

___1 2. Backstop fencing is free of holes, protrusions, and catch points.

___1 3. Bleacher hardware is intact. (where applicable)

___1 4. Bleacher bracing is tightly connected. (where applicable)

___1 5. Bleacher seating surface is clean, smooth, and free of protrusions and have no `

exposed sharp edges or pointed corners. (where applicable)

M. Irrigation (landscape)

___1 . Irrigation system is ful ly operational with complete coverage.

___2. System is free of leaks.

___3. Heads are instal led according to intended use.

___4. Heads are properly adjusted with rotations and arcs set to reduce water run off.

___5. Systems are set to run at specific times to minimize water evaporation and waste.

O. Picnic Units

___1 . Tables are relatively clean, free of rust, mildew, and graffiti .

___2. Table hardware is intact.

___3. Table frames are intact and slats are properly secured.

___4. Table seats and top are smooth with no protrusions and have no exposed sharp

edges or pointed corners.

___5. Gri l ls are operational and show minimal rust and metal deterioration.

___6. Gri l ls are clean and free of grease build-up.

___7. Gri l l racks are operational and secure to main body.

___8. Gri l ls are properly anchored to reduce hazards and theft.

___9. Underbrush, low limbs, and debris are cleaned away from gri l l area to reduce

possible fire hazard.

___1 0. Trash receptacles are relatively clean.

___11 . Wood trash receptacles are painted and free of damaged or missing parts.

___1 2. Hardware for wood receptacles is intact.

P. Metal Benches

___1 . Hardware is intact and structural ly sound.

___2. Nails, bolts, or screws are flush with the surface.

___3. Seats and backing are smooth with no protrusions and have no exposed sharp

edges or pointed corners.

P. Wood Benches

___1 . Slats are smooth and structural ly sound.

___2. Hardware is intact and structural ly sound.

___3. Nails, bolts, or screws are flush with the surface.

___4. Seats and backing are smooth with no protrusions and have no exposed sharp

edges or pointed corners.

Q. Shade Covers

___1 . Support poles are secure and structural ly sound.

___2. Shade cover and hardware are intact.

___3. Shade cover is tightly secured to the support poles.

___4. Shade cover is free from rips and holes.
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Park and Facility Profiles
Park Inventory Findings and Recommendations

The fol lowing Park Profi le pages outl ine each park's intended use, an inventory of

available amenities, and observations made during the inventory process.

Resulting recommendations for each park are for deferred maintenance items such

as repair and replacement of existing equipment. Other recommendations include

minor additions such as adding new park equipment or walking paths.

These recommendations are intended to bring each park up to date and include a

timeframe for implementation based on expected l ifespan of the feature and an

estimated cost for the component.

The Park Inventory Process

During the park inventory, each park feature and component was inspected during

the time of visit for overal l condition, current and forseeable maintenance needs,

and expected l ifespan. Each feature was mapped with a geographic positioning

system receiver (GPS) for future reference. All features were photographed and

assigned a unique identification number. The map on each park profi le shows the

location of park features that have recommendations for improvement. The

locations of recommended improvement have an identification number

corresponding to the recommendations table by Feature ID.

Recommendations

The recommendations for most parks are considered deferred maintenance items

and general upgrades. Each recommendation is fol lowed by an estimated cost at

contractor-instal led pricing and a time frame for implementation. Some parks have

recommendations for tasks such as renovation of sports fields and structures that

should be considered in coordination with any implementation of a "priority project"

identified in the master plan. The recommendations herein are scheduled over a 5

year period with the assumption that the Master Plan wil l be updated at that time.

Priority projects such as new sports complexes and large scale facil ity renovations

have been prioritized but are not scheduled on a timeline due to the need to

acquire funding and approval to implement.
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Deer Park Community Center

The Deer Park Community Center is the core facil ity for the Parks and

Recreation Department, housing the primary department offices along with

meeting rooms, the Earl Dunn Gym, restrooms, a preschool program, indoor

racquetball courts, indoor basketball courts, a dance studio, and aquatics center.

Rooms are routinely reserved for preschool, afterschool programs, karate

classes, league sports meetings, staff meetings, exercises classes and many

more activities. The community center underwent an expansion in 2006, adding

additional rooms where the Pre-School program is currently operated.

Overal l the facil ity is in good condition, however some severe shifting of the

foundation has occurred causing major cracks in some of the walls. A structural

engineer has been retained to investigate the problem. Space for meeting

rooms and storage appears to be adequate, while office space is somewhat

l imited. Access is typical ly made through the side entrance where parking is

available. Entrance through the side leads visitors through the preschool area

down a hallway to reach the main entrance to the community center and

department offices

The Deer Park Community Center functions well as the primary interface

between the community and the Parks and Recreation Department. Given that

the facil ity is located immediately adjacent to Dow Park, the Earl Dunn Gym, the

Aquatics facil ity and City Hall , creating a sense of identity and arrival would be a

powerful improvement to the complex overal l . Currently, when visitors arrive at

the Community Center, it is unclear where to go to find a particular activity or

service. The most popular point of entrance is from the east side, where the pre-

school program is located. This can leave visitors feeling lost or out-of-place. I t

may be beneficial to consider an alternative location for the main entrance to the

Community Center. In the Priority Projects section of this plan, an opportunity is

proposed for renovation of the complex as a whole with improvements to the

entry and landscaping, renovations to the Earl Dunn Gym, and renovations to the

Aquatics facil ity to create a new sense of place and a "back porch" atmosphere.

I tems to considere during any renovation or expansion of the Community Center

should include additional storage space, low maintenance ceramic flooring,

natural l ighting options with windows and sky lights, and opportunities for a

second floor addition should it be determined to be structural ly feasible.

Deer Park Community Center610 E. San Augustine
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Jimmy Burke Activity Center

This 25,000 square foot facil ity serves as a general meeting place for many

different groups in the community. The facil ity consists of a large metal bui lding

divided into two main rooms (1 0,000 sqft and 1 5,000 sqft). There are 2 storage

rooms, one electrical equipment locker, a small office/storage room, a small

custodial closet, and a large kitchen. Storage rooms are ful ly uti l ized for tables,

chairs and other items. Floors are polished concrete.

Overal l the facil ity is in good condition with adequate space for large program

needs. Programs and activities that frequently reserve this facil ity include

tumbling classes, birthday party rentals, dog obedience training, school events,

Halloween events and many more.

There is adequate parking and a driveway for drop-off and loading. Exterior of

the building is uti l i tarian with large HVAC equipment along three sides. The

structure was original ly a pole barn that was transported and erected on the site,

upon which time interior and facade additions were made. The exterior of the

building and surrounding landscape could benefit from facade improvements

and/or landscaping to bring the character of the facil ity in keeping with other

community buildings. WIth the building in overal l good condition, some simple

landscape improvements in conjunction with improvements to the Minchen

Athletic Complex could greatly improve the sense of place one experiences

when arriving and moving about the site.

Parks and Recreation staff have indicated a desire to consider adding the

fol lowing improvements to the facil ity:

• A movable divider wall

• Brick facade improvements

• An office addition

• Expansion to the west and south including additional storage rooms

• Upgrades to the kitchen

• A shade structure at the front of the building

Jimmy Burke Activity Center
500 W. 13th Street



78

Maxwell Adult Center1201 Center St.
Maxwell Adult Center

The Maxwell Adult Center is a multi-use building composed of a medium sized

game room, a small kitchen, a medium sized kitchen, two bathrooms, a small

dining room, a small storage room and a medium sized activity room.

The building is used for daily senior activities including meals along with

programmed events and reservations including woodcarving, bingo, weight-

watchers, bridge, ceramics, oi l painting, knife club, embroidery, qui lting and

more. A wellness area was recently added to the facil ity to offer indoor exercise

opportunities.

The medium sized kitchen is USDA certified and can support providing meals in

house, but currently this service is outsourced. The kitchen is occasionally

rented for citizens needing a certified facil ity for food preparation.

In recent years, the building was expanded to add additional rooms. Some

shifting of the foundation is evident as there are growing cracks in the floor. A

consultant has inspected the foundation recently. Storage is somewhat l imited,

and there is a reported need for new shelving in the craft room.

Afternoon sun in the craft room is reported to be problematic. Simple screening

or instal lation of bl inds would be beneficial in the main arts and craft room to

reduce the amount of direct sunl ight and improve energy efficiency.

Improvements to l ighting for evening activities would be beneficial .

Needed items identified through discussions with staff include the need for

storage space, 3 or 4 new ceramics kilns and they would l ike a heated pool for

senior exercise. New ceramics kilns can cost anywhere from $900 to $2,500 on

average, depending on the capacity and quality of equipment needed. Also

reported is the need to expand the kiln room. Parking is reported to be adequate

with only occasional deficiencies. The exterior of the building could benefit from

some landscaping improvements.

The small kitchen, is l ittle used for current activities and could be repurposed as

a storage room, thereby alleviating some of the problem of storing and easily

accessing the many program materials and equipment.
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Theatre/Courts Building

The City of Deer Park has a thriving performing arts program complete with ful l-

time staff and a well-used theatre venue. The Theatre/Courts Building, bui lt in

the 1 980's, offers seating for a maximum of 250 guests for dinner theatre

performances offered by the Art Park Players and other groups within the

community. The building also serves as the home for municipal court offices and

proceedings.

Discussions with City staff and members of the theatre community indicate that

the building is well-used and appreciated, however the theatre program is

"bursting at the seams" with sold-out shows for every event. Additional

challenges include the need for more storage space, more dressing rooms and

more wing space on the stage. Currently props and costumes are being stored

at rented storage facil ities as well as in theatre members' homes. Also

challenging is the need to rearrange theatre equipment in order to accomodate

regular municipal court proceedings.

This facil ity is a mixed use building that hosts the city courts offices, storage and

meeting rooms and a medium sized auditorium for use as both theatre and court

venue. The stage is composed of typical curtains and lighting with two narrow

wings and two dressing rooms. An additional green room is provided for actors

use. The building is in good condition. Landscaping is attractive and well

maintained with the exception of an electrical bus in the front yard that could be

screened or relocated. Parking is in the rear and appears to be adequate.

The opportunity exists to renovate the Theatre/Courts Building to address

current capacity, storage and operational needs with investments in the

expansion of the building and renovation of the interior. The proposed

renovation is outl ined in the Priority Projects section of the plan.

Renovation to the theatre/courts building should include consideration of an

improved box office and sound system in the foyer, and addition of a kitchen for

catering of the dinner theatre programs.

Theatre/Courts Building1302 Center St.
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Claude Burgess Center

The Claude Burgess Center is the newest recreation center in the parks system

This building offers a large meeting room with ful l kitchen facil ities and restrooms

for up to 90 people. Common reservations include the All Star Activity Program,

birthday parties, community band practice and other activities. The facil ity is in

excellent condition with a well-groomed landscape and sits adjacent to Bayou

Bend Park.

The Claude Burgess Center, bui lt in 2003, is the newest facil ity of its kind in Deer

Park and has no current maintenance needs at this time, however through use of

the building staff have indicated that any improvements to the facil ity should

include expansion of the kitchen, mechanical room and storage room, as well as

replacing the existing flooring with a lower-maintenance ceramic ti le. Desire

exterior improvements include expansion of the rear patio and adding ceil ing

fans.

Claude Burgess Center4200 Kalwick
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Kingsdale Recreation Center2218 Kingsdale Dr.
Kingsdale Center

The Kingsdale Center is a small recreation facil ity on the southwest side of Deer

Park. The center offers a place for children to visit after school and offers a safe

place to play games such as pool, board games and pingpong. Outside there is

a basketball court and a small yard.

The Kingsdale Center resides on the site of the former South Pasadena Fire

Station, a group started by citizens. Upon annexation of the Kingdale area into

Deer Park, the station was abandoned. The site later became home to the first

l ibrary in Deer Park. The building was later raised, and the remaining slab

serves as a basketball court on the site.

The building appears to be in good repair, however reportedly is used rather

infrequently and suggest the need for the City to consider possibly repurposing

the property in a manner that makes the best use of staff and resources. The

property is large enough to accomodate a new facil ity similar to the Claude

Burgess Center, thereby allowing for more after school programs; the Kingsdale

Center could then be used for storage.
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Battleground Golf Course and Republic Grill

The Battleground Golf Course and Republic Gri l l is a well-maintained facil ity

composed of a main lobby, large meeting room/dining room, small dining room,

small private conference room, pro shop, offices and medium sized kitchen.

There are bathrooms with showers available. Meals are served daily in the

dining room and the facil ity operates as a restaurant in this capacity. The golf

course offers 1 8 holes of golf and a driving range. Golf carts are available and

play is available for the general public.

Staff indicates a need for a larger dining room to expand restaurant services and

increase revenues. Also needed are new tables and chairs, new flooring and

ceil ing ti les. The exterior of the building is also well-maintained and attractive in

keeping with typical golf facil ities. Some outbuildings are in need of new roofs.

The fountain near the front entrance has a leak at an unknown location requiring

staff to re-fi l l the fountain every other day to maintain proper levels. There is a

large storage room on the ground floor that is used for storage and maintenance

of the club’s golf carts. Conditions in this room meet expectations for the

designated purpose.

The Pratt Truss Bridge, located in the golf course, is currently undergoing

renovations as a part of an upkeep agreement made between the City and Texas

Dept. of Transportation in order to preserve the historic structure.

The Battleground Golf Course is provided as a public amenity by the City and

offers high-quality golf at a great discount. The parks and recreation survey

indicated that 1 4.8% of respondents currently play golf.

The City is currently considering a transition to private management of the

course over the next year. This transition may include either a management and

maintenance contract or a maintenance-only contract depending on which is

deemed most beneficial to the City.

Notably, the golf course and Republic Gri l l appear to be seen as a private club

by many, rather than a public facil ity. I t may be necessary to advertise more

effectively to indicate that this facil ity is accessible to the general public.

Battleground Golf Course and Repulbic Grill1600 Georia Ave.
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Avon Recreation Center601 W. 8th St.
Avon Recreation Center

The Avon Recreation Center is a multi-use facil ity reserved by a number of

community groups on a regular basis. The facil ity is composed of two buildings

joined by a covered porch. The immediate outdoor vicinity includes 1 4 parking

spaces (1 is handicap), 1 play structure, 1 half-court basketball court with a rusty

goal, 4ft wide sidewalk leading from parking to building entrance, and a 4-

direction exterior l ight. There is a large passive play area of grass in the

back/side yard bounded by woods. A small shelter and firepit are located here

as well . The space between buildings is covered by a carport-type metal roof.

A regular use of the facil ity is for junior high afterschool programs Monday

through Friday for 2 regular groups during the school year. City-wide, the after

school program is very popular with a reported four year waiting l ist. The City

currently has an interlocal agreement with Deer Park ISD for use of a number of

rooms at various schools, however additional space may be needed either at

this facil ity or another site.

The front room hosts approximately 25 kids and the back room (separate

building) hosts 1 2 kids. Scouting organizations use the facil ity on a weekly

basis. During the summer, a nature camp is held there. A hunter’s education

course is hosted at this site as well .

Discussions with the program staff for the afterschool program indicate that they

would l ike more space for activities, as it is the smallest facil ity of its kind in

town. When hunter’s education courses are going on, parking is reported to be

insufficient, and they often park in the grass. Other parking issues appear to be

limited to days when the afterschool program has field trips and comes back

late, leaving a number of parents waiting in l ine to pick up their children.

The facil ity appears to have pretty l imited storage in the front building and

makes use of a few standalone storage cabinets and one uti l i ty closet. There is

an office for staff that holds approximately two people. There are two bathrooms

available (male and female) that are in working condition. Ceil ing ti les are

sagging throughout both buildings and some have water marks indicating that

the air conditioning is not turned on at al l times. These type of ti les do not deal

with humidity well and may need to be replaced with a humidity-resistant varity.

Parks and recreation staff have expressed a desire to acquire the property

adjacent to the facilty and the adjacent undeveloped church property for

potential expansion and/or additional facilties, possibly including a

ropes/challenge course.
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School Facilities - DPISD

W.A. Carpenter Elementary

Deer Park Elementary

Fairmont Elementary

J.P. Dabbs Elementary

San Jacinto Elementary

Clyde Abshier Stadium

Other Local, County and State Governments

Armand Bayou Nature Center - Pasadena

John R. Harris Park - Houston

Juan Seguin Park - La Porte

Native Coastal Prairie Preserve - Pasadena

Sylvan Beach Park - La Porte

Little Cedar Bayou Park - La Porte

Channelview Sports Complex - Channelview

This privately owned land in the Bayou Bend neighborhood

serves as a baseball practice field, complete with fenced field

and a small backstop.

Mini parks such as this one at 2202 Sabine Ct. are

the results of the City's Park Land Dedication

Ordinance.

This developer-built mini park along Savannah

Bend road provides additional playground and

seating for neighborhood residents.

Recreation by Others
Recreation by Others

When evaluating the level of service provided by the City's Parks and Recreation

Department, it is important to consider the facil ities and services provide by

private organizations, businesses, planned unit developments and other entities.

Identifying the location and availabi l ity of these facil ities and services can help to

locate areas in need of additional recreational opportunities. In 1 991 , the CIty of

Deer Park adopted a Park Land Dedication Ordinance requiring residential

developments to set aside a minimum of five percent (5%) of the subdivision

land for dedicated park development. This land may be improved for park use

by the developer, the City or both. Below is an inexhaustive l ist of recreation

facil ities and services provided by other entities in and around the Deer Park

area:

Fitness Centers

Anytime Fitness - Deer Park

Curves - Deer Park

Curves - La Porte

O2 Health and Fitness - La Porte

Crossfit Deer Park - Deer Park

Private Organizations

Skateworld of Deer Park - Deer Park

San Jacinto College Central Golf Club - Pasadena

San Jacinto Family YMCA - Pasadena

Bushi Ban International - Pasadena

Self Defense America - Deer Park

Original Navy Seal Physical - La Porte

Residential Development Parks

Sabine Court

Lisa Lane

Wimberly Drive

Deerwood Drive

Maple Spring Drive

Piney Point Drive

Stoney Brook Drive

Savannah Bend

Bayou Bend Dr. at Red Bluff Rd. (bal lfield)
The Armand Bayou Nature Center in nearby Pasadena,

is a popular place for kayakers and nature lovers alike.




